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House is not to blame for the fact that it must remain
inactive up to the two last weeks of the session, while
the other House is engaged in often lively debates, or at
least we must not seek for the origin of the evil there
alone. That many members of the Upper House dis-
play but slight interest in the affairs of the State is
doubtless an important contributory cause. We con-
sider, however, that the Government is chiefly to blame,
inasmuch as it not only submits first to the Lower
House all financial bills, but also all other important
and interesting proposals and measures. The Constitu-
tion provides that this shall be done in the case of
financial bills, but not in other cases.

" To quote an instance in support of what we have
just said, we do not know (and cannot even imagine) what
considerations induced the Government to lay all bills
relating to questions of organisation, those dealing with
the whole Monarchy as well as those affecting individual
provinces, regularly and exclusively before the Lower
House, which either left them lying in their Committees
or did not allow them to reach the Upper Chamber before
the last week of the session. (.,,.) Are we to explain
this by assuming that the Government is afraid of the
Lower House, but not of the Upper House ?

" We are of opinion that such a method is neither
very dignified nor very practical. Indeed, one can
scarcely describe this course as a method, since that
term is usually applied to a form of activity which has
something more in view than an easy and comfortable
provision for the individual requirements of the adminis-
tration. We cannot help fearing that succeeding Gov-
ernments will have to suffer for the mistake committed
by that now in office, which amounts to little less than
reducing the Upper House to a cipher.